




































































Sherlock Holmes and the Duke’s Son

in its box. ‘That shoe is the second most interesting thing
in the north of England,’ he said.

‘And the first?” asked the Duke.

Holmes took the cheque for twelve thousand pounds
from the table, and slowly put it into his notebook. ‘I am
a poor man,” he said. He looked lovingly at the notebook,
then put it carefully in his pocket. i

‘I am a poor man,” said Holmes.
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GIHOSSARY

beard the hair on a.man’s face

blood the red liquidinside your body

bush a plant like a small tree

case a problem that the police must find an answer to

cheque a piece of paper from a bank; you write on it and use it

to pay money to people

cloven (of the foot of a cow, sheep, etc.) divided in two parts

cow a large animal that gives milk

deep something that is deep goes down a long way

disappear to go away so people cannot see you

Duke/Duchess a man/woman who has a special title (Miss, Dr,
King, etc. are titles) 5

fall (past tense fell) to go down quickly; to drop

floor in a room, the floor is under your feet

follow to go or come after somebody or something

footprint a mark that a foot or shoe makes on the ground

Government Minister an important person in a government
(the group of people that control a country)

great very important; very big

ground the sky is over your head, the ground is under your feet

hate (v) opposite of ‘to love’

horse a big animal that can carry people on its back

inn a building where you can buy food and drink

ivy a plant with dark green leaves, that climbs up walls and trees

kidnap to take someone away and hide them, usually to get
money from their family or friends

kidnapper a person who kidnaps somebody

Lord a man (or boy) with a special title
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Glossary

map a drawing of a place, showing roads, rivers, mountains, etc.

missing lost, or not in the usual place
moor wild land on hills, with not many trees
mud  soft wet earth
murder (v & n) to kill somebody
mystery something strange that you cannot understand or
explain
nail a small thin piece of metal, used to fix things together
newspaper you read a newspaper every day to find out what is
happening in the world
offer (v & n) to say someone can have something
police a group of people whose job is to catch criminals
possible if something is possible, it can happen
probably almost certainly (you feel sure something is going to
happen)
ride (past tense rode) to sit on a horse or bicycle and make it
move
secretary somebody who writes letters and does other office
work for another person
sheep a farm animal, used for its wool and for meat
sock you wear socks on your feet, inside your shoes
stable a building that horses live in
strange very unusual or surprising
surprised you feel surprised when something Very new or
strange happens
surprising if something is surprising, you feel surprised
tracks a line of marks that an animal, a person, a bicycle, etc.
makes on the ground
tyre a circle of rubber round the outside of a wheel
wall a side of a building or a room
wet not dry; with water in it
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ACTIVITIES

Before Reading

1 Read the back cover of the book, and the introduction on the
first page. How much do you know now about the story? Tick

one box for each sentence.

L A W N -

on the moor.

N

All bicycle tyres are the same.

7 Holmes and Watson find a dead body.

Someone kidnaps the Duke of Holdernesse.
The Duke’s son goes to Dr Huxtable’s school.
Dr Huxtable asks Sherlock Holmes for help.
Holmes and Watson look for tracks in mud.

Holmes and Watson find many bicycle tyres

YES

EEEC s DI LTS
ErEE B e TS

2 Some of these things and people are important for finding the
answer to the mystery. Can you guess which? Tick eight of

these fifteen boxes.

[ ] cow tracks [ ] mud
[ ] sheep tracks [ ] water

[ ] bicycles [ ] ahat
[ ] horses [ ] acoat
[ ] trains [ ] shoes

[] the English teacher
[ ] the German teacher
[ ] the Duke’s secretary
[ ] the Duke’s wife

[ ] the Duke’s daughter

ACTIVITTES

While Reading

- Read Chapters 1, 2 and 3. How much do we know now about
- the mystery? Which of these sentences are true, and which are
- possibly true (but we don’t really know yet)?

1 The Duke’s son, Arthur, disappeared on 13th May.
2 Someone kidnapped Arthur.

3 The German teacher disappeared the same night.

‘ Heidegger took his bicycle with him.

5 Arthur left the school with Heidegger..

6 Arthur ran away because of his father’s letter.
/ Arthur liked his mother better than his father.

8 The Duchess knew nothing about Arthur disappearing.
) James Wilder posted the Duke’s letter to Arthur.

Arthur and Heidegger did not leave by road.

"Heidegger rode his bicycle across the moor.
. Arthur went north, through Ragged Shaw, to the moor.

i

fore you read Chapter 4 (The body on the moor), can you
ess what happens? Choose one answer each time.

’.
Holmes and Watson find a body. Who is it?

a) Arthur  b) Heidegger ) another person
What do they find near the body?
) the Duke’s letter  b) footprints  ¢) a bicycle
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ACTIVITIES: While Reading

Read Chapters 4 and 5, and read these questions. We know
some of the answers now, but not all of them. Answer the

questions when you can, and write ‘Don’t know yet’ for the
others.

Who rode a bicycle with Palmer tyres?
Whose body did Holmes and Watson find?
How did this person die?

Who killed him?

Did Heidegger leave the school suddenly? How do we
know?

G K b

How did Arthur travel across the moor?
Why did Holmes ask Reuben Hayes for a bicycle?
What was interesting about the cow tracks?

O 0 N O

What did Reuben Hayes know about the kidnapping?
10 Who rode the bicycle with Dunlop tyres?
11 Why did Holmes go out again that night, to Mackleton?

Before you read Chapter 6, can you guess the answers to these
questions? Choose answers from these names.

James Wilder | Dr Huxtable | the Duke | Reuben Hayes

! the English teacher | Arthur

1 Who rode away from the Green Man inn on a horse?

2 Who came down the road and went into the inn?

3 Who did Sherlock Holmes see in the upstairs room of
the inn?
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ActiviTies: While Reading

Read Chapter 6, and answer these questions.

1 Who did Holmes say was the kidnapper?

2 Why do you think the Duke wrote a cheque for twelve
thousand pounds, not six thousand pounds?

3 Who killed Heidegger?

( 4 Why did the police go to Chesterfield station?
5 What surprising thing do we learn about the Duke’s

family?

~ How does the story end? Before you read Chapter 7, look at
~ these sentences. Can you guess how many are true? Choose

as many as you like.

1 Arthur’s mother was not James Wilder’s mother.

- 2 The Duke kidnapped Arthur because he did not want the

Duchess to take Arthur to France.

- 3 The Duchess kidnapped Arthur.

- 4 James Wilder hates his brother.

5 Arthur goes to live in France with his mother.

6 James Wilder goes to Australia.

7 James Wilder goes to prison.

8 The Duke loses his job as a government minister.
9 The Duke explains the mystery of the cow tracks.
10 Sherlock Holmes tells the police everything.

~ 11 Sherlock Holmes gives the cheque for twelve thousand

pounds back to the Duke.
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ACTIVITIES

After Reading

1 Match the names with the sentences. Then use the sentences
to write about the people. Use pronouns (be, him) and linking
words (and, but, so, because) where possible.

the Duke | Arthur | James Wilder | Reuben Hayes / Heidegger

Example: Arthur was the Duke’s younger son. He met
Reuben Hayes in Ragged Shaw one night because be . . .

1 Arthur was the Duke’s younger son.

2 taught German at Dr Huxtable’s school.
3 _____ did not want people to know about his love-child.
4 worked for the Duke once.
S ___ knew that the Duke was his father.
6 saw Arthur from his bedroom window.
7 hated Arthur.
8 Arthur met Reuben Hayes in Ragged Shaw one night.
9 _____ did not like the Duke.
10 wanted to have James near him.
11 ____ was happy to help with the kidnapping.
12 __ wanted to see his mother.
13 wanted to be the Duke’s number one son.
14 ___ gave James a job as his secretary.
15 _____ got his bicycle and followed Arthur to the moor.
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ACTIVITIES: After Reading

The picture goes on page

1 Where are Holmes and Watson?
2 Why is Holmes standing on Watson’s back?

- 2 Here is a new illustration for the story. Find the best place in
the story to put the picture, and answer these questions.

3 Who are the three people in the upstairs room?

Now write a caption for the illustration.

/i
/

Caption:
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ACTIVITIES: After Reading

3 What did James Wilder say to the Duke? Put their
conversation in the right order, and write in the speakers’
names. James Wilder speaks first (number 7).

1 __ “Yes,Ido. It —it was Reuben Hayes.’

2 __ ‘Butyoucan’t be my first son — you know that.’
3 __ ‘No,it wasn’t. Someone . . . killed him.’

4 _ ‘Helped you kidnap Arthur? You mean, you
kidnapped Arthur? Why? In God’s name, why?’

5 ___ ‘But why not? Why can’t I have your name and
call you “father”?’
6 ___ ‘Dead! But what happened? Was it an accident?’
7 ___ ‘Obhsir, they found the German teacher on the
moor — he’s dead! What shall I do? Please help me!’
8 __ ‘How do you know it was Hayes?’
9 ___ ‘Because I hate him. I’'m your first son, not him!’
10 ___ ‘Because I wasn’t married to your mother! This is
the end, James. You must go away — for ever.’
11 ___ ‘Because Hayes helped me kidnap Arthur. The
German teacher saw them, and Hayes killed him.’
12— “Who? Do you know, James?

4 What does Holmes tell Dr Huxtable? Use these words (one for
each gap) to complete the passage.

Australia, cheque, gave, happy, help, home, horse-shoes,
Ridnapped, kill, learnt, money, murdered, police, secretary,
told, unhappy
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g Duke me a large

ACTIVITIES: After Reading

‘Well, Dr Huxtable, the story has a
He is now back at , the

ending for Arthur.

have Reuben Hayes, and

. James Wilder wanted
Arthur, with the

the Duke’s is going to

from the Duke, you see, so he

of Reuben Hayes. But Wilder did not want to

anyone, and when Hayes poor Heidegger, Wilder was

very and the Duke everything. So there we are.

I something very interesting about , and the

3

What did Holmes not tell Dr Huxtable? Why not? And
what did Holmes say that was not really:true?

5 Why did Sherlock Holmes take the Duke’s cl;eque? How

many of these answers do you think are good ones? Choose
as many as you like.

1 Sherlock Holmes liked money and wanted more of it.

2 He worked hard to find the answer to the mystery, so it
was right for him to take the money.

3 He wanted Dr Watson to have half the money.

4 He didn’t want the money, but he wanted to punish the
Duke in some way.

5 He wanted to give the money to Heidegger’s family in
Germany.

6 He wanted to take the cheque, and then give it back to

the Duke later, when James Wilder was in Australia.

S1




ABOUT-THE AUTHOR

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) was born in Edinburgh,
Scotland. He studied medicine and worked as a doctor for eight
years. But he needed more money, so he began writing short
stories for weekly magazines.

In his first novel, A Study in Scarlet (1887), Sherlock Holmes
appeared for the first time — a strange, but very clever detective,
who smokes a pipe, plays the violin, and lives at 221B Baker
Street in London. He can find the answer to almost any problem,
and likes to explain how easy it is to his slow-thinking friend, Dr
Watson (‘Elementary, my dear Watson!’). Sherlock Holmes
appeared again in The Sign of Four (1890), and short stories
about him, in the Strand magazine, were very popular.

Conan Doyle himself was more interested in writing novels
about history, like The White Company (1891), and he became
bored with Sherlock Holmes. So, in the short story called The
Final Problem (1893), he ‘killed’ him, and Holmes and his famous
enemy, Moriarty, fell to their deaths in the Reichenbach falls. But
Conan Doyle’s readers were very unhappy about this because
they wanted more stories about Holmes, so Conan Doyle had to
bring Holmes back to life, in The Hound of the Baskervilles
(1902) — perhaps the most famous of all the Sherlock Holmes
stories.

There are more than fifty short stories about Sherlock Holmes.
You can read them in almost any language, and there are many
plays and films about the great detective.
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OXFORD BOOKWORMS LIBRARY

Classics ® Crime & Mystery * Factfiles * Fantasy & Horror
Human Interest » Playscripts » Thriller & Adventure
True Stories » World Stories

The OXFORD BOOKWORMS LIBRARY provides enjoyable reading in English, with
a wide range of classic and modern fiction, non-fiction, and plays. It includes
original and adapted texts in seven carefully graded language stages, which
take learners from beginner to advanced level. An overview is given on the
next pages.

All Stage 1 titles are available as audio recordings, as well as over cighty
other titles from Starter to Stage 6. All Starters and many titles at Stages 1
to 4 are specially recommended for younger learners. Every Bookworm is

.‘, illustrated, and Starters and Factfiles have full-colour illustrations.

The OXFORD BOOKWORMS LIBRARY also offers extensive support. Each book
contains an introduction to the story, notes about the author, a glossary,
and activities. Additional resources include tests and worksheets, and
answers for these and for the activities in the books. There is advice on
running a class library, using audio recordings, and the many ways of using
Oxford Bookworms in reading programmes. Resource materials are
available on the website <www.oup.com/elt/bookworms>.

The Oxford Bookworms Collection is a series for advanced learners. It
consists of volumes of short stories by well-known authors, both classic and
modern. Texts are not abridged or adapted in any way, but carefully selected
to be accessible to the advanced student.

You can find details and a full list of titles in the Oxford Bookworms Library
Catalogue and Oxford English Language Teaching Catalogues, and on the
website <www.oup.com/elt/bookworms>.
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