A Little Princess

Sara Crewe is a very rich little girl, She first
comes to England when she |5 seven, an
her father takes her to Miss Minchin's
school in London. Than he goes back to his
work in India, Sara is very sad at firat, but
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she soon makes friends at schoal,

But on her eleventh birthday, somathing terribla happerns,
and now Sara has no family, ho home, and net a penny in
the world ., [(Waord count & 544]

118uing uosbpop saauely S:S.-E_:J__I_'!I!d‘!.'_l.l..l.l"l v

( STAGE 6 ﬂ FNUT'Ea'ésT ‘Ab’ ’l'l' ABLE

¢ STAGE B

' STAGE 4 For apps, ehooks,

< STAGE 3 audio downlonds, iil

« STAGE 2 free resourees (ot

< STAGE 1 www.aup aam/eli/graledraaier

4 STARTER
400 Headwords

Text adaptation by Jennifer Bansett
Cover image by Daniela Jaglenk forrazeiil fr Artwig e e

OXTORD  [55] I

UNIVERSITY PRESS

NI

o
e
c.

www.oup.com/elt’

, _

i
F

A Little Princess &



A LITTLE PRINCESS

Ralph Crewe lives in India, with his little daughter Sara.
He is a rich man, and when he brings Sara to Miss
Minchin’s school in London, Miss Minchin is very
pleased. She likes girls with rich fathers, because it is
good for her school. Mr Crewe loves Sara very much,
and he buys her lots of beautiful dresses, and books,
and dolls. Miss Minchin smiles, but she says to her
sister: ‘Sara looks like a little princess, not a schoolgirl?’

Mr Crewe goes back to his work in India, and Sara
begins her new life at school. She is a kind, friendly girl.
Everybody likes her, and she soon makes friends.

But when you are rich, everybody is your friend. On
Sara’s cleventh birthday, there is some terrible news
from India. Poor Sara is very unhappy, and she quickly
learns who her true friends are . . .
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School in England

A A
@ne cold winter déy a little girl and her father

arrived in London. Sara Crewe was seven years

old, and she had long black hair and green eyes. She sat
in the cab next to her father and looked out of the
window at the tall houses and the dark sky.

“What are you thinking about, Sara?” Mr Crewe asked.
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A Little Princess

“You are very quiet.” He put his arm round his daughter,

‘T'm thinking about our house in India,” said Sara.
‘And the hot sun and the blue sky. I don’t think I like
England very much, Father.’ .

“Yes, it’s very different from India,” her father said.
‘But you must go to school in London, and I must go
back to India and work.’

“Yes, Father, L know,’ said Sara. ‘But I want to be with
you. Please come to school with me! I can help you with
your lessons.’

Mr Crewe smiled, but he was not happy. He loved his
little Sara very much, and he did not want to be without
her. Sara’s mother was dead, and Sara was his only child.
Father and daughter were very good friends.

Soon they arrived at Miss Minchin’s School for Girls
and went into the big house.

Miss Minchin was a tall woman in a black dress. She
looked at Sara, and then gave a very big smile.

“What a beautiful child?’ she said to Mr Crewe.

Sara stood quietly and watched Miss Minchin. “Why
does she say that?’ she thought. ‘I am not beautiful, so
why does she say it?’

Sara was not beautiful, but her father was rich. And
Miss Minchin liked girls with rich fathers, because it was
good for the school (and good for Miss Minchin, too).

‘Sara is a good girl,” Mr Crewe said to Miss Minchin.

2

Miss Minchin was a tall woman in a black dress.

‘Her mother was French, so she speaks French well. She
loves books, and she reads all the time. But she must play
with the other girls and make new friends, too.’

‘Of course,” said Miss Minchin. She smiled again.
“Sara is going to be very happy here, Mr Crewe.’

3




A Little Princess

Mr Crewe stayed in London for a week. He and Sara
went to the shops, and he bought many beautiful,
expensive dresses for his daughter. He bought books,
and flowers for her room, and a big doll with beautiful

dresses, too.

Miss Minchin smiled, but she said to her sister
Amelia: ‘All that money on dresses for a child of seven!
She looks like a little princess, not a schoolgirl?’

Mr Crewe bought many expensive dresses for his daughter.
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School in England

When Mr Crewe left
London, he was very
sad. Sara was very sad
too, but she did not
cry. She sat in her room
and thought about her
father on the ship back
to India.

‘Father wants me to
be happy,’ she said to
her new doll. “Ilove him
very much and I want to
be a good daughter, so I
must be happy.’

It was a very big, and
very beautiful doll, but
of course it could not It was a big, beautiful doll,
answer.

Sara soon made new friends in the school. Some little
rich girls are not very nice children — they think they are
important because they have money and lots of
expensive things. But Sara was different. She liked
beautiful dresses and dolls, but she was more interested
in people, and books, and telling stories.

She was very good at telling stories. She was a clever
child, and the other girls loved to listen to her. The
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The stories were all about kings and queens and princesses.

stories were all about kings and queens and princesses
and wonderful countries across the sea.

‘How do you think of all those things?’ asked her best
friend, Ermengarde.

‘Thave all these pictures in my head,’ said Sara. ‘So it’s

School in England

And so Ermengarde learnt her lessons through Sara’s
stories, and she loved her friend very much. But not
everybody was Sara’s friend. Lavinia was an older girl.
Before Sara came, Lavinia was the richest and the most
important girl in the school. Byt Sara’s father was richer
than Lavinia’s father. So now Sara was more important
than Lavinia, and Lavinia did not like that.

‘Oh, Sara is so clever!’ Lavinia often said. ‘Sara is so
good at French! Her dresses are so beautiful, and she can
sing so well! And she is so rich! Of course Miss Minchin
likes her best!’

Sara did not answer when Lavinia said these things.
Sometimes, it was not easy, but Sara was a kind, friendly
girl, and she did not like to be angry with anyone.
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